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Special Town Meeting September 19, 2008 

Town of Portage Lake 
Special Town Meeting 

Friday, September 19, 2008 

AROOSTOOK: ss       STATE OF MAINE 
 

ART. 1  To elect a moderator to preside at said meeting.  
 

It was moved and seconded to elect Nancy Flint as moderator to preside over said meeting. Motion 
carried.  Then and there the floor was open to the public for the purpose of voting on Article 2.  
 

Number of resident voters present: 33 
Number of non-residents present: 8 
Number of residents not registered to vote: 1 
 

ART. 2  Shall the Town vote to amend Section 6 #14 HOTELS, MOTELS AND INNS line 
14(A) which reads: “A Green Space, not less than twenty (20) feet wide, shall be 
maintained open and green with grass, bushes, flowers, or trees all along each side 
lot line, the rear lot line, the front line of such lot, except for entrance and exit 
driveways.  The green space shall not be used for automobile parking.” Proposed 
amendment to read: “A Green Space not less than ten (10) feet wide shall be 
maintained open and green with grass, bushes, flowers, or trees all along each side 
lot line, the rear lot line, the front line of such lot, except for entrance and exit 
driveways. The green space shall not be used for automobile parking.”  and line 14 
(F) which reads “No building shall be closer than fifty (50) feet from a property line.” 
Proposed amendment to read: “No building shall be closer than ten (10) feet from 
a property line.” 

 
Motion made in the affirmative, seconded.  
Discussion: 
Judy Moreau: The controversial article should be voted on by secret ballot. I’d like to make a 
motion. 
Motion made to make this a secret ballot vote, seconded. Motion carried. 
 

(Ballots passed out to registered voters.)  
 

Discussion: 
Angie Boutot: This is only for registered voters, please. If you are not a registered voter in the 
Town of Portage Lake, do not vote.  
Nancy Flint: When it comes time to vote, please don’t fold your ballots.  
 

Moderator Nancy Flint re-reads Article 2 and clarifies what a “yes” or “no” vote will mean. 
 

Discussion: 
Barb Pitcairn: Could someone explain to me one more reason why we should change an 
ordinance. It is a big step to change an ordinance in our Land Use Ordinances.  
Matt Boutot: Because it only applies to one building in town. 
Barb Pitcairn: I’m looking for the reason to change the ordinance.  
Matt Boutot: Because why should it be segregated that only that building cannot be built closer to 
10 feet when everyone else can build 10 feet.  
Brian Cote: If the hotel in existence right now burns, with the way the ordinance is written right 
now, she could not rebuild anywhere on that property. 
Danny Higgins: That hotel was built before the ordinance ever came into existence. So that we can 
bring people back into this town. You look stunned.  
Barb Pitcairn: It has nothing to do with people coming into this town. 
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Danny Higgins: When people come into town, they need a place to stay. 
Barbara Beaulier: Before we decided to vote, didn’t we ask for people to discuss it? Then we need 
to get on with our vote.  
Nancy Flint: It is still open for discussion. 
Danny Higgins: This place was built before that ordinance came out.  
Beatrice Cormier: These buildings are grand-fathered in, if anything happens to the hotel it can be 
replaced as is. Regardless of what this ordinance was passed four years ago, it doesn’t interfere 
with this hotel/motel.  
Rena Boutot: If it was grand-fathered in then why is there such a discussion on building the motel 
where it was? 
Bea Cormier: This is what we want to know.  
Angie Boutot: Someone is trying to dictate to me exactly what I’m going to build. If you lose a home 
to a fire, are you going to build it on the exact same blueprint that was there before? 
If my motel burns, does that mean I can’t put in an 8 foot basement, because right now it is not 
sitting on a basement? It says I can rebuild if I build the exact same building. I don’t want that same 
footprint. I am trying to improve what I lost.  
Danny Higgins: I make a motion to vote. 
Barb Pitcairn: No, we’re not finished yet. 
Dan Levesque: You have to vote on the motion, yes or no. I’ll second his motion.  
Barb Pitcairn: Are you recording this? 
Rita Sinclair: Yes.  
 
Motion made to vote on the article, seconded. Motion carried. 
 

Voters place votes in ballot box.  When everyone has voted, Nancy Flint reads each vote. Two 
people tally the votes as they are read off; both have the same tally amounts.  
 

Votes for yes : 56 
Votes for no: 9 
 

Barb Pitcairn: Do you have a count of the voters, please? 
Rita Sinclair: I haven’t gotten everyone written down yet. 
Barb Pitcairn: Nobody is in line, so you should have a count of the voters. There is no one in line, 
Rita.  I want a count of the voters. 
John Robertson: Make sure everyone who voted is a registered voter.  
Rita Sinclair: I can’t write everyone down as they are voting. 
Bea Cormier: You should have told them to wait and you write their names as they went by.  
Rita Sinclair: I’ve never done this before. It is not a ballot on a ballot paper, normally you don’t write 
down people’s name when there is a show of hands. The only difference with a show of hands is 
that this vote was on paper.  
Dan Levesque: Why don’t we read the names that you have on paper now and read them off.  
 

Names of Voters are read off to be sure everyone is a registered voter: 
1. Judy Moreau 
2. Ray Cyr 
3. Darey Gagnon 
4. Rita Sinclair 
5. Linda Caron 
6. Danny Levesque  
7. Kathy Levesque 
8. Angie Burton 
9. Shelley Bolstridge 
10. Tammy Robinson 
11. Jen Curran 
12. Audrey Rafford 
13. Missy Boutot 
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14. Danny Higgins 
15. Gehrig Johnson 
16. Holly Johnson 
17. Matt Boutot 
18. Dan Perreault 
19. Mark Rafford 
20. Laura Bouchard 
21. Jan Cyr 
22. Rudy Boutot 
23. Tracy Hobson 
24. Jean McPherson 
25. Corrine Routhier 
26. Brad Boutot 
27. Rena Boutot 
28. Nancy Cyr 
29. Harold Cyr 
30. Jodi Page 
31. Theresa Cyr 
32. Marcel Theriault 
33. Candy Cyr 
34. Ida Beaulier 
35. Tim Pinette 
36. Richard Farley 
37. Lois Farley 
38. Mary Ann Caron 
39. Patty Robichaud 
40. Brian Condon 
41. Bonnie Condon 
42. Pat Goodblood 
43. Richard Casey 
44. Betty Benson 
45. Barb Pitcairn 
46. Beatrice Cormier 
47. Beth Jandreau 
48 John Robertson 
49. Anita Theriault 
50. Wilza Robertson 
51. Grace Nason 
52. Brian Cote 
53. Christy Dicker 
54. Peter St. Peter 
55. Barbara Beaulier 
56. Bernard Beaulier 
57. Liette Caron 
58. Betty Bragdon 
59. Richard Bragdon 
(Correction made: Tammy Robinson should read Tammy Curran. Name was read as Robinson) 
60. Phyllis Conley 
61. ??? Conley 
62. Sandra Bartlett 
63. Mike Bartlett 
64. Patsy Plourde 
 
Nancy Flint: There were 65 votes, 56 for and 9 against. I’m comfortable with that.  
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Barb Pitcairn: Could you please state for the record that you have 64 recorded and 65 ballots.  
Beatrice Cormier: I resent the fact that there was not enough time for discussion. We were 
interrupted.  
 
Motion made to adjourn, seconded. 
 
Meeting is adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Corrine Routhier 
Resident of Portage Lake, Maine 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


